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Iraq Marine Insurance Re-Initiated 
 

Effective Oct 22, 2003, it is understood that  Section 14, geographical Limits 
is amended as follows:  
 
Geographical Limits: To cover, lost or not lost, at and from ports and / or 
places in the world to ports and / or places in the world, via any route direct 
via ports and / or places in any order, including risks of shipment and /or 
transshipment, by land, air or water conveyances, whether customary or 
otherwise, but excluding domestic shipments by land and/or air originating 
and terminating within the continental United States ( meaning thereby the 
forty-eight (48) contiguous states and the District of Columbia and /or 
Canada but including intercoastal and coastwise shipments via water.   
 
However it is understood and agreed that on lawful shipments to IRAQ we 
shall only provide coverage to the port of discharge or airport.  Coverage 
shall cease once the goods arrive at the port.   
 
The above shipments shall be subject to a limit of liability of $25,000.00 
 

Wood Packaging update for Import Shipments 
 

US IMPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR WOOD PACKAGING MATERIAL - APHIS 
has published a Draft Rule for new requirements concerning the importation of wood 
packaging material. The comment period for the rule ended on July 21, 2003 (see below). 
APHIS is currently finalizing the Rule based on these comments. We were targeting 



January 1, 2004 for implementation, however, this target implementation date is now 
being adjusted to April or May of 2004. In anticipation of finalization of the Rule we are 
encouraging all importers to meet the conditions of ISPM 15 and the Draft Rule which 
require that all wood packaging material be appropriately treated and marked under an 
official program developed and overseen by the National Plant Protection Organization 
(NPPO) in the country of export. Even though we are not anticipating the finalization of 
the Rule until later in 2004, we will start issuing notices to the NPPOs for material not 
appropriately treated and marked starting in January of 2004. These notices will clearly 
state our intention of implementation later in the year and will serve as an information 
dissemination tool. No additional action will be taken on noncompliant material at this 
time. APHIS will follow it's current policy for wood packaging material until the new 
Rule goes into effect. (This Notice Posted: October 30, 2003)  
CHINA - As of September 24, 2003 please be advised that Solid Wood Packing 
Regulations for US SWPM to Peoples Republic of China have NOT changed. There 
is no new requirement nor authorization at this time for the fumigation of either 
softwood or hardwood packing materials destined to China. For current 
certification information of solid wood packing materials destined to China either 
follow the link to China or visit 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/chinaswp/chinarule.html. The China web page will be 
updated with new information as official information is received.  
 
     CAFTA 
 
CAFTA .......... as the U.S. reached a free trade agreement on Dec. 18 with 4 
Central American countries. But while the Bush administration hailed the 
deal as an important milestone toward a hemisphere-wide free trade area, 
U.S. unions vowed to defeat the measure because it did not include stronger 
labor protections. The Central American Free Trade Agreement is the 
U.S.' 6th free trade agreement, all modeled along the lines of the 10-year-old 
North American Free Trade Agreement, which links the U.S., Mexico & 
Canada. The pact includes Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras & Nicaragua. 
A 5th nation, Costa Rica, abruptly dropped out of the talks.  
 
 
BDG International is an International Freight Forwarder, NVOCC, Custom House Broker, and 
Duty Drawback Specialist. We provide international transportation worldwide via air or ocean. 
Our services include complete export/import documentation support. 

We invite you to contact our offices with any questions you may have. 

BDG International, Inc. 
846 Foster Ave. 
Bensenville, IL 60106 
Phone: 800-327-6392 
Fax: 630-595-3049 
www.bdginternational.com 



E-Mail Addresses: import@bdginternational.com  //  
airfreight@bdginternational.com // ocean@bdginternationa l.com 
 
Information contained within this newsletter is provided as a courtesy to the clients of BDG International. BDG 
International advises all organizations receiving this newsletter to confirm the accuracy of the information being provided. 
BDG International does not accept any responsibility for missing, incorrect, or misleading information. 


